A discussion of the subject under consideration necessarily concerns the two principal offices of the oral cavity in the process of alimentation and pathological conditions originating in this region, viz : Mastication, insalivation, reflex nervous disturbances, micro-organisms.
The proper trituration of articles of food depends upon the perfect occlusion of the morsal surfaces of the teeth, and is absorbed by malformation of the jaws, loss of the teeth, or destruction of their crowns from caries or other causes; by artificial dentures and bad habits of mastication.
For prevention of trouble from imperfections of the teeth the physician must naturally have recourse to the services of a dentist, but inquiry into the habits of mastication, and in this regard no greater assistance can be given than an effort to make the environments during the hours for eating such as will have a quieting mental influence and assist deliberation in all of its processes. As a last word, and even at the risk of irrelevancy, I
